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health professionals to support programs to 
prevent alcohol abuse. Dr. Cressy’s leadership 
has demonstrated the value of transparent 
and responsible ethics and has resulted in 
tangible successes across all facets of the in-
dustry. 

Dr. Cressy’s passion for responsible busi-
ness practices and the expansion of business 
are tremendous but he also takes great pride 
in preserving the storied history and heritage 
of the U.S. distilled spirits industry. One of his 
most notable successes with respect to histor-
ical preservation was his leadership in under-
taking the $1.6 million dollar reconstruction of 
George Washington’s Distillery at Historic 
Mount Vernon. Since the project’s completion 
the Council and the industry have maintained 
an ongoing relationship with the estate which 
now carries out a historic preservation and 
educational mission. In fact it is where they 
hold their annual industry Spirit of Mount 
Vernon dinner gala which has raised over $4 
million to advance the educational mission at 
Mount Vernon. 

Dr. Cressy’s leadership will be sorely 
missed at the Distilled Spirits Council of the 
United States and by those who have come to 
know him through his work, but I know the en-
tire distilled spirits industry and many others 
join me in recognizing his career full of 
achievements and wishing him the best as he 
moves into a new chapter of his life. Again 
congratulations to Dr. Cressy on his retirement 
and a job well done. 
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CONGRATULATING THE ROMEO 
BULLDOGS FOOTBALL TEAM ON 
WINNING THE DIVISION 1 MICHI-
GAN STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 7, 2015 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my distinct privilege to recognize a special 
achievement recently accomplished by the 
Romeo Bulldogs High School Football Team. 
Romeo capped off a remarkable and ex-
tremely memorable 2015 season by taking 
home to Macomb County the school’s first 
ever Michigan High School Athletic Associa-
tion (MHSAA) Division 1 State Championship. 
After a hard fought, one loss regular season 
the Bulldogs charged into the playoffs facing 
great adversity, challenging weather conditions 
and tough competition before upsetting the 
number four ranked Detroit Cass Tech Techni-
cians at Ford Field. 

In 2002, Romeo was in need of a football 
coach. Assistant coaches Curt Rienas and 
Jason Couch both applied for the job and 
were named co-coaches. Coaches Rienas and 
Couch had Romeo Bulldogs football in their 
veins, first meeting each other as teammates 
on the field and the friendship grew. The two 
had made it to the semifinals together, but 
never further until this team. Coach Curt 
Rienas and Coach Jason Couch became the 
first co-coaches in playoff history to win a 
state championship. The Bulldogs played 
strong hard-nosed football focusing on the 
basic fundamentals and taking each play one 
at a time. This meant each player executing 
his designated assignment and beating the 
man in front of him. This also included playing 

sound defense with solid tackling and imple-
menting an offensive scheme that would make 
an NFL playbook look elementary. The Bull-
dogs kept constant pressure on their oppo-
nents by blocking a punt, recovering an onside 
kick and making big plays on offense. 

Before making it to the State Championship 
game, the Romeo Bulldogs played what will 
probably be remembered as the second most 
memorable game of the season. The Romeo 
Bulldogs faced off against Grand Ledge in 
Brighton, Michigan for a game of the ages. 
Over a half foot of snow fell during the game 
and the Bulldogs ended Grand Ledge’s his-
toric undefeated season with a 48–21 victory. 

With victories against current state cham-
pion Clarkston, Lapeer, Detroit Catholic Cen-
tral and finally Grand Ledge, the Bulldogs 
were ready for their final challenge against the 
Detroit Cass Tech Technicians. The team 
brushed aside any potential distractions and 
purely focused on winning the game. Despite 
the best efforts of Detroit Cass Tech, the 
Romeo Bulldogs would not be denied because 
this was their day alone. 

After an exciting first quarter and a 13–7 
Bulldogs lead, the game remained close at the 
half with the Bulldogs holding on to a 19–14 
lead. Romeo started the second half off by re-
covering the opening onside kick. The Bull-
dogs would use the favorable field position to 
drive 48 yards to the end zone putting the 
Bulldogs ahead 26–14. On Cass Tech’s next 
possession, the Technicians went three-and- 
out which forced a punting situation. Romeo 
blocked the punt, again giving the Bulldogs 
excellent field position. The following play was 
a 20-yard run for a touchdown to put the Bull-
dogs in the lead by a score of 33–14. Nearing 
the end of the third quarter, Cass Tech would 
put six points on the board and follow it up 
with a touchdown halfway through the fourth 
quarter cutting the Bulldogs lead to 33–27. 
The Romeo Bulldogs would continue to pres-
sure and push the play, resulting in a touch-
down with 1:29 left in the game to seal the 
victory and make school history. 

The Bulldogs throughout the year exhibited 
the intangible ingredients which make up a 
winning football team: heart, discipline and a 
positive attitude. As legendary Hall of Fame 
Green Bay Packers Coach Vince Lombardi 
once said, ‘‘A man can be as great as he 
wants to be. If you believe in yourself and 
have the courage, the determination, the dedi-
cation, the competitive drive and if you are 
willing to sacrifice the little things in life and 
pay the price for the things that are worth-
while, it can be done.’’ 

I applaud these young men for remaining 
both mentally and physically ready to com-
pete. In addition, I want to commend the Bull-
dogs for staying energized and focused each 
time they stepped on to the gridiron. I under-
stand this can be an extremely difficult task 
considering the numerous pressures and dis-
tractions high school student-athletes can en-
counter. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to recognize the hard 
work and sportsmanship displayed by all the 
members of this football team. I also want to 
congratulate administrators, teachers, cheer-
leaders, parents, students and fans alike for 
their assistance and for making this an unfor-
gettable season. The Bulldogs proved they 
had the talent, fortitude and resilience to rise 
to the challenge and accomplish their ultimate 
goal—a State Championship. Teamwork, per-

severance and friendship all contributed to this 
title as well. I know the community takes great 
pride in what these young men were able to 
achieve. 

In closing Mr. Speaker, I share that same 
pride. I want to offer my personal congratula-
tions and best wishes. All the accolades, 
awards and trophies are rightfully deserved. 
Way to go Bulldogs. 
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HONORING BELINDA ESPINOSA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 7, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to recognize and honor Belinda 
Espinosa, the City Manager of Pinole, Cali-
fornia. After more than thirty years, Ms. 
Espinosa is retiring from public service. 

Ms. Espinosa’s city management career has 
spanned over four cities and two states. Be-
ginning in the cities of San Antonio and Grand 
Prairie, Texas, Ms. Espinosa worked on budg-
et and financial issues, managed infrastructure 
projects, and oversaw hundreds of millions of 
dollars in bond funds. In 1994, Ms. Espinosa 
moved to California to become City Manager 
for the City of Soledad, where she supervised 
critical water and wastewater projects, the 
construction of new affordable housing, and 
the completion of the Soledad Community Li-
brary. 

In 2000, Ms. Espinosa moved to the City of 
Pinole, California. Initially hired as the Assist-
ant City Manager, she was promoted four 
years later to City Manager and Chief Execu-
tive Officer, overseeing the police and fire de-
partments, public works planning, wastewater 
services, recreation and redevelopment. Ms. 
Espinosa spearheaded several efforts to revi-
talize Pinole, including the construction of the 
Pinole Shores Industrial Business Park, the 
Pinole Valley Shopping Center and the Kaiser 
Permanente Medical Office. Under her leader-
ship, Pinole voters approved two half-cent 
sales tax measures, which generate $3.6 mil-
lion for public safety and other supplemental 
services. Ms. Espinosa also successfully ne-
gotiated Pinole’s first Project Labor Agree-
ment, for the $48 million Pinole-Hercules 
Wastewater Treatment Plant project. 

Ms. Espinosa has received numerous acco-
lades for her years of public service, including 
the 1996 Monterey County Public Adminis-
trator Award, the 2007 Contra Costa College 
Woman of the Year Award, and the 2009 Dis-
tinguished Project Award. Ms. Espinosa has 
also served as President of the Pinole Rotary 
Club and the International Hispanic Network, 
and was the first female President of the 
Grand Prairie Kiwanis Club. Ms. Espinosa has 
long worked under a philosophy of approach-
ing problems with collaboration, honesty and 
understanding. She is well-known for being 
forthright in her dealings, and has always 
maintained the highest integrity in serving her 
constituencies. 

Mr. Speaker, Belinda Espinosa has had a 
long and remarkable career in public service. 
It is fitting and proper that we honor her here 
today, and wish her the best in retirement. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF CHERYL 

JENNINGS 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 7, 2015 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
one of the most recognizable, watched and lis-
tened-to women in the Bay Area: Cheryl Jen-
nings has been in the 5 o’clock news anchor 
chair at ABC7 KGO–TV for 27 years and 
worked at the station for 36 years. It is safe 
to say that she is one of the most trusted and 
admired reporters/anchors in our area and I 
am one of her staunchest fans. Cheryl is os-
tensibly slowing down, but not quite. She will 
continue to host her weekend show Beyond 
the Headlines and report more long-format 
stories like the series she recently did in Af-
ghanistan. 

Over the decades Cheryl has reported on 
just about every topic, but all of her stories 
have one thing in common: she always finds 
an angle to help people. Cheryl is one of the 
most giving, empathetic and genuine people I 
know. The word ‘‘no’’ doesn’t exist in her vo-
cabulary. 

I have had the distinct honor to work with 
Cheryl on countless occasions. For years, she 
has been the masterful emcee at Professional 
Businesswomen of California and other pro-
grams. She has been the keynote speaker at 
my Congressional events for middleschoolers 
and seniors. As a journalist, she is warm and 
inviting, but always professional and insistent 
on the truth. I took on the issue of rape and 
sexual assault in the military about five years 
ago. Many stories have been written and pro-
duced about this horrendous epidemic, but it 
was Cheryl Jennings who produced, wrote 
and reported the most comprehensive and 
powerful piece on the subject that I have 
seen. 

Cheryl learned the value of hard work, per-
severance and public service early on. She 
was one of seven children born to a father 
who served in the U.S. Army and a mother 
who raised her and her siblings. As the oldest, 
Cheryl had lots of opportunity to change dia-
pers, feed and take care of babies. The mili-
tary sent Cheryl’s family all over the world. By 
the time she started high school, she had 
changed schools more than a dozen times. 
She says that part was tough, but prepared 
her well for life in TV. 

Her original plans to become a teacher 
changed when she started college at City Col-
lege of San Francisco. Her advisor told her to 
look for another career path because there 
were too many teachers. Cheryl interviewed 
two very rare women for a story in the college 
newspaper. They both worked in television, on 
air—almost unheard of in that era. The rest is 
history. 

Reporting was not an easy path. While she 
was earning her Bachelor’s degree from San 
Francisco State University, she was rejected 
for volunteer-entry-level positions at TV sta-
tions 19 out of 20 times. Finally, a woman at 
the local NBC station hired her to work 50 
hours a week while she continued to go to 
school. Her pay? Nothing. But her hard work 
and perseverance eventually paid off. The 
NBC station hired her as a paid receptionist, 
she worked her way into the newsroom, and 
in 1979, KGO TV hired her as a night reporter. 

The entire Bay Area became her classroom 
and she has taught her lessons exceptionally 
well. 

Cheryl has travelled the world to tell sto-
ries—Mexico, Kosovo, Afghanistan, South Afri-
ca, Korea, Israel and the West Bank. Here at 
home, one of the most memorable stories she 
covered was the 1989 Loma Prieta earth-
quake. She was the first local reporter on the 
air thanks to the station’s quick power gener-
ator. KGO’s coverage earned the team two of 
the most prestigious broadcast awards, a 
George Foster Peabody Award and the Radio 
Television News Directors Association Edward 
R. Murrow Award. Cheryl says this was the 
moment she understood just how vital tele-
vision is in providing public service. 

Doing good is what drives Cheryl. In 2003, 
she co-founded the Roots for Peace Chil-
dren’s Penny Campaign, a non-profit that re-
moves landmines in war-torn countries and 
builds and repairs schools. She works with the 
Taylor Family Foundation and the Okizu Foun-
dation to help children with life-threatening ill-
nesses. She lends her voice and passion to 
many non-profit events that raise awareness 
and funds. All of this amazing work has 
earned Cheryl many awards, including six 
Gracie Awards, but what matters most to her 
are the children and families whose lives she 
has touched. 

Cheryl has been married to the love of her 
life Richard Pettibone for 29 years. They enjoy 
sharing adventures together, whether it’s a sa-
fari in Africa or a hike on a local beach. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to honor Cheryl Jen-
nings, a first-rate journalist and extraordinary 
woman whom I am honored to call a dear 
friend. I know that she will continue her out-
standing work on the air and off the air. Cheryl 
is a true treasure to her family, our local com-
munity and the world. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 7, 2015 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, on Wednes-
day, December 2, 2015, I inadvertently voted 
No instead of Aye on roll call vote 661, the 
Tonko Amendment Number 22 to H.R. 8, the 
North American Energy Security and Infra-
structure Act of 2015. I would like to change 
my vote to reflect my intended Aye vote. 

f 

HONORING THE LEGACY AND IM-
PORTANCE OF HISTORICALLY 
BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVER-
SITIES (HBCUS) 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 7, 2015 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I am honored 
to rise today to recognize the importance of 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs). 

As a graduate of the Florida Agricultural & 
Mechanical University (FAMU), I know all too 
well the importance HBCUs play in the fabric 

of our country. They prepare students for ca-
reers that span all disciplines, teach students 
the value of self-worth, the importance of cul-
ture, history, and legacy. 

Growing up during a time when colleges 
were not readily available for African-Ameri-
cans, HBCUs played a vital role in educating 
African American youth. They continue to play 
an important role in educating students from 
all walks of life. They offer students, regard-
less of race, an opportunity to develop their 
skills and talents to serve both domestically 
and internationally. According to the United 
Negro College Fund. HBCUs are responsible 
for producing approximately 70% of all black 
doctors and dentists, 50% of black engineers 
and public school teachers, and 35% of black 
lawyers. 

I am extremely proud of all the HBCU Cau-
cus is doing to recognize the importance of 
HBCUs and proud to be a member of the cau-
cus. As a member of the caucus and an 
HBCU alumnus, I am committed to continue 
funding these critical institutions and ensuring 
our nation’s youth have access to quality af-
fordable education. 

Mr. Speaker, I once again want to stress the 
importance of HBCUs and urge my colleagues 
to continue to support them. They are the bed-
rock of our nation and symbolic of how our na-
tion came together to ensure all students have 
access to quality affordable education. 

f 

CELEBRATING SIXTY YEARS OF 
U.S.-LAO DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 7, 2015 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, on Decem-
ber 4th I had the pleasure of attending at the 
invitation of Ambassador Mai Sayavongs a 
celebration of both the sixtieth anniversary of 
diplomatic relations between Laos and the 
United States and the fortieth anniversary of 
the founding of the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic. The event was well attended by 
ASEAN ambassadors and key U.S. officials in-
cluding Mr. Ben Rhodes from the White House 
and Assistant Secretary of State for East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs, Daniel Russel. 

Over the course of these six decades there 
have been many difficult passages in the bilat-
eral relationship. Today, I look forward and it 
is my belief that the relationship between the 
United States and the Lao PDR will improve, 
strengthen and grow in importance. For me, 
U.S-Lao relations has a direct impact on the 
thousands of Hmong and Lao Americans I 
represent in St. Paul and the surrounding East 
metro suburbs. It has been forty years since 
the first refugees from Southeast Asia arrived 
in Minnesota, but the family, cultural, and eco-
nomic ties to Laos continue to be very impor-
tant. As Laos becomes more engaged in the 
global economy, respects the rule of law, and 
embraces human rights for all its citizens my 
constituents feel more comfortable and more 
excited about returning to their ancestral 
homeland. 

In the coming year Laos will become chair 
ASEAN and it is expected that President 
Obama will be the first U.S. president to visit 
Laos. It is critical that the U.S. encourage the 
Lao government to make the necessary re-
forms that will allow its people to escape pov-
erty and contribute to the long-term success of 
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